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ITALIAN  TOBACCO  PRODUCTION 
LOWER  IN  1957 

Excessive  rains  at  planting  time  and  an  unfavorable  growing  season  reduced 
the  1957  Italian  tobacco  crop  to  136  million  pounds,  5  percent  lower  than  the 
1956  crop. 

Production  of  oriental  tobacco  showed  the  largest  decline,  dropping  from 
35-5  million  pounds  in  195^  to  29.8  million  in  1957-    Harvests  of  both  dark 
air-cured  (except  cigar)  and  dark  fire -cured  tobacco  were  also  lower  than  in 
1956.    The  flue-cured  crop  was  up  slightly  from  25. 0  to  25.8  million  pounds, 
and  production  of  Maryland-type  rose  from  9-3  to  10.1  million  pounds.  Burley 
production  at  20.1  million  pounds  was  about  the  same  as  in  1956. 

Larger  Italian  tobacco  crops  may  be  expected  in  the  future,  as  the  monop- 
oly plans  to  continue  gradual  expansion  of  tobacco  acreage,  especially  plantings 
of  those  types  for  which  there  is  an  export  market.    Acreage  increases  will  be 
encouraged  by  price  incentives. 

PORTUGAL  AWARDS  TOBACCO 
MANUFACTURING  CONTRACTS 

On  December  30,  1957 ,  the  Portuguese  Finance  Ministry  awarded  the  new  25- 
year  tobacco -manufacturing  contracts  for  the  operation  of  government  instal- 
lations to  Companhia  Portuguese  de  Tabacos  and  A  Tabaqueira.    Both  of  these 
firms  had  been  manufacturing  for  the  government  under  exclusive  license  for  the 
past  30  years.    Upon  acceptance  of  the  new  contracts,  the  firms  expressed  their 
desire  to  alter  the  prices  of  the  products  they  manufacture  in  order  to  obtain 
a  satisfactory  return  on  their  investments  . 

The  two  firms  reportedly  are  planning  to  modernize  their  installations. 
One  is  moving  its  operation  to  a  new  site  and  the  other  probably  will  purchase 
new  machinery.    At  present  no  change  is  anticipated  in  the  purchasing  policies 
for  raw  leaf  by  the  two  firms .     Italian  Burley  is  again  likely  to  be  an  im- 
portant factor  in  one  firm's  purchases  while  the  other  firm  is  expected  to  con- 
tinue to  purchase  exclusively  U.  S.  Burley. 

TOBACCO  CONSUMPTION  RISES 
IN  NEW  ZEALAND 

Consumption  of  tobacco  products  in  New  Zealand  rose  from  11.6  million  pounds 
in  1955  to  12.2  million  in  1956.    At  this  rate  of  usage  per  capita  consumption 
in  1956  was  5-^-5  pounds,  a  slight  increase  over  1955- 

Larger  quantities  of  imported  tobacco  products  were  consumed  in  New  Zealand 
during  this  period.    Domestic  output  declined  slightly  in  1955-56  and  again  in 
1956-57,  while  imports  of  cigarettes  during  the  last  two  years  reached  the 
highest  level  since  19^7- 
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RHODES IAN  TOBACCO  PLANTINGS 
REDUCED  BY  LACK  OF  RAIN 

Tobacco  plantings  in  some  areas  of  Southern  Rhodesia  are  reported  to 
have  "been  delayed  and  reduced  because  of  lack  of  rain.    Some  earlier  plant- 
ings have  suffered.    There  also  was  some  hail  damage  this  season,  especially 
to  plant  beds  and  to  some  irrigated  crops. 

SOUTH  AFRICA'S  TOBACCO  IMPORTS  DOWN 

The  Union  of  South  Africa's  imports  of  leaf  tobacco  plus  tobacco 
products  during  the  first  half  of  1957  amounted  to  2.0  million  pounds, 
compared  with  3»T  million  in  January- June  1956.    Imports  of  unmanufactured 
tobacco ,  totaling  1.2  million  pounds,  were  63  percent  below  the  January- 
June  1956  figure  of  3*1  million.    Imports  of  products,  principally 
cigarettes,  rose  from  550*000  pounds  in  January-June  1956  to  790,000  pounds 
during  the  first  half  of  1957 . 

FRENCH  CIGARETTE  OUTPUT  UP 

Output  of  cigarettes  by  the  French  Tobacco  Monopoly  during  the  first 
9  months  of  1957  totaled  69  million  pounds--up  5«7  percent  from  the  65.3 
million  produced  in  January-September  1956.    Production  of  cut  tobacco 
amounted  to  31. 6  million  pounds,  compared  with  the  January-September  1956 
level  of  25.7  million, 

CEYLON'S  COPRA  AND  COCONUT  OIL  EXPORTS 
DOWN  kO  PERCENT  FROM  1956 

Ceylon's  exports  of  copra  and  coconut  oil  in  the  first  9  months  of 
1957,  at  5^+>6o6  long  tons,  oil  basis,  were  more  than  ho  percent  below  those 
of  the  first  3  quarters  of  1956.    The  drought  which  has  persisted  in  some 
areas  for  2  years  has  been  severe  for  the  past  several  months  in  the  Colombo 
district,  resulting  in  a  greatly  reduced  output  of  coconuts.    The  estimated 
1957  output  is  1,522,000,000  coconuts,  a  decrease  of  36  percent  from  1956. 

Copra  exports  in  January-September  totaled  2^,7^2  tons,  a  decrease  of 
about  ^0  percent  from  the  first  9  months  of  1956.    India  continued  as  the 
major  market,  taking  98  percent  of  the  total. 

Coconut  oil  exports  of  39,019  tons  in  the  first  3  quarters  of  1957 
also  declined  more  than  ko  percent  from  the  corresponding  period  of  1956. 
Sales  to  Canada  were  down  one-third,  and  those  to  European  countries  de- 
clined nearly  65  percent.    Sales  to  Pakistan,  on  the  other  hand,  were  up 
80  percent. 

Ceylon's  exports  of  desiccated  coconut  in  the  first  9  months  of  1957 
amounted  to  35,933  tons,  a  decrease  of  l6  percent  from  the  corresponding 
period  of  1956.    The  United  Kingdom,  the  leading  market,  took  nearly  ko 
percent  of  the  total,  followed  by  West  Germany,  which  took  16  percent  of 
the  shipments. 
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RHODESIA  SEEKING  NEW 
STRAIN  OF  SUMMER  WHEAT 


Prospects  for  producing  a  strain  of  summer  wheat  suitable  for  growing 
in  Rhodesia  are  quite  promising,  according  to  the  wheat  breeder  of  the 
Rhodesian  Ministry  of  Agriculture.    Strains  from  various  countries  have 
been  crossed  during  the  past  3  years  to  combine  the  best  qualities  of  each. 
While  testing  of  promising  varieties  is  still  under  way,  the  Ministry  expects 
to  start  making  selections  in  i960  for  commercial  production. 

Special  attention  has  been  given  to  the  development  of  a  stable  strain 
that  will  be  highly  resistant  to  rust.    Other  desired  characteristics  include 
a  heavy-yielding  head,  a  strong  straw  to  bear  the  weight  of  such  a  head, 
and  suitable  milling  and  baking  qualities.    Research  work  has  been  facilitated 
by  growing  two  crops  a  year--one  under  irrigation  in  the  winter  and  one  in 
the  summer. 


JAPAN'S  IMPORTS  OF  CATTLE  HIDES  FROM 
RED  CHINA  UP  SHARPLY 


Japan's  imports  of  cattle  hides  from  Communist  China  have  risen  sharply 
in  recent  years.    In  the  first  half  of  1957  "they  were  valued  at  slightly 
more  than  $1  million- -about  one-fifth  the  value  of  imports  from  the  United 
States.    Imports  of  calfskins  from  Communist  China  have  also  increased 
sharply  but  are  still  small  in  relation  to  total  imports. 

CATTLE  HIDES  AND  CALFSKINS,  UNDRESSED:     Japan,  imports  by  value, 
annual  1955  and  1956,  January-June  1957 


Type  and  country  of  origin  ' 

1955 

1956  : 

January- June 
1957 

m 
• 

• 

• 
• 

Cattle  hides:  : 

1,000  : 

dollars  \ 

10,320  : 
ll*  : 
If.,  150 

1,000 
dollars 

:  12,918 

60k  ! 

:  5,222 

:  1,000 
:  dollars 

:  5,893 
:  1,162 
:  1,798 

• 

ll*,l*81* 

:  18,71*1* 

\  8,853 

• 

Calfskins:  : 

5,101  I 

2  k 

:  6,131 
:  16 
1,830 

:  3,320 
!  31 

!  697 

5,577 

:        7,977  : 

•  i*,oi*8 
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AUSTRALIAN  WOOL  PRICES  STRONGER 

Wool  auctions  were  held  during  the  week  ending  December  20,  1957;  at 
Brisbane ,  Adelaide ,  and  Albury.    Sales  opened  strong  under  improved  compe- 
tition and  prices  tended  to  advance  during  the  week.    Principle  buyers  were 
countries  of  Continental  Europe ,  Japan,  and  the  United  Kingdom,  with  some 
support  from  local  mills . 

The  stronger  market  tone  indicates  that  the  sharp  decline  in  this 
season's  wool  prices  may  be  halted.    Reports  from  France  indicate  that  wool 
purchases  will  be  at  least  as  large  as  in  the  1956-1957  season.     In  the 
United  Kingdom  it  is  believed  that  stocks  have  been  reduced  to  a  minimum 
working  level  following  the  increase  in  interest  rates.    Japan  has  continued 
to  be  a  major  buyer  in  spite  of  the  cutback  in  its  import  budget  for  wool; 
lower  wool  prices  have  made  it  possible  for  Japan  to  buy  more  wool  with  the 
smaller  exchange  allotment.    U.  S.  buying  may  be  stepped  up,  as  disposal  of 
C.C.C.  stocks  was  completed  in  December.  t 

This  strengthening  of  demand,  coupled  with  the  outlook  for  a  smaller 
wool  clip  in  Australia,  should  improve  wool  values  during  the  second  half 
of  the  selling  season. 

CANADA'S  BEEF  CONSUMPTION  UP 

Although  final  data  is  not  yet  available,  indications  are  that  Canadian 
annual  per  capita  beef  consumption,  which  reached  a  record  7*+  pounds  in  1956, 
increased  during  1957 ■    A  rapidly  expanding  economy  during  1957  pushed  the 
Canadian  standard  of  living  to  a  new  high,  with  an  accompanying  increase  in 
beef  consumption. 

With  the  steady  increase  in  population  and  in  beef  consumption  over  a 
period  of  years,  Canada's  surplus  of  cattle  and  beef  has  declined  signifi- 
cantly.    This  trend  is  expected  to  continue. 

At  present,  Canada  is  no  longer  in  a  position  to  export  beef  or  cattle 
regularly.     Only  during  the  high  portion  of  the  cattle  cycle  is  there  a 
significant  surplus  of  beef  and  cattle  for  export.    Thus,  Canada  has  shipped 
large  numbers  of  feeder  and  slaughter  steers  to  the  United  States  during 
the  last  quarter  of  1957-     Indications  are  that  Canada  cannot  maintain  these 
large  shipments.     They  may  be  expected  to  slacken  during  early  1958;  leaving 
Canada  a  net  importer  of  slaughter  cattle  during  the  summer  of  1958-  This 
trend  towards  reduced  exports  probably  will  continue,  with  Canada  becoming 
a  net  importer  of  cattle  and  beef  as  the  country  develops  industrially  and 
its  living  standards  rise . 

Canada  will  have  to  increase  beef  production  kO  to  ^5  percent  by  1975 
to  maintain  per-capita  beef  consumption  at  the  present  rate.    Assuming  no 
increase  in  milk  cow  numbers,  1^.5  million  head  of  all  types  of  cattle 
would  be  required  in  1975;  compared  to  the  record  10. 5  million  now  on  farms. 
If  beef  consumption  in  Canada  were  to  rise  to  current  U.  S.  levels  (per 
person),  l6.0  million  cattle  would  be  required  to  fill  requirements  by  1975- 
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SOUTH  AFRICAN  WOOL 
EXPORTS  DOWN 

Shipments  of  raw  wool  from  the  Union  of  South  Africa  during  July- 
October  totaled  kl.6  million  pounds,  compared  with  51*6  million  a  year 
ago.    The  decline  in  wool  exports  reflects  the  reduction  in  wool  offerings 
at  union  auctions  because  of  the  severe  drought  in  some  areas.  Principal 
buyers  this  season  have  been  France,  the  United  Kingdom,  West  Germany,  the 
Soviet  Union,  and  Italy. 

YUGOSLAVIA  WILL  SEND 
LIVESTOCK  TO  AUSTRIA 

The  Austro -Yugoslav  trade  agreement  for  1958  contains  provisions  for 
continued  exports  of  live  animals  from  Yugoslavia  to  Austria,  especially 
hogs  and  horses  for  slaughter.    Under  the  agreement,  which  may  be  changed 
before  the  end  of  the  year,  10,000  hogs  and  1,800  horses  will  be  sent  to 
Austria  during  1958.    The  number  of  cattle  to  be  shipped  has  not  yet  been 
determined. 

Austria  follows  West  Germany  and  Greece  as  an  important  Yugoslav 
export  market  for  live  cattle.    During  1956,  Yugoslavia  sent  about  2,000 
head  of  cattle  and  27,000  hogs  to  Austria. 

NEW  ZEALAND  COMMISSION 
PURCHASES  WOOL 

As  a  result  of  a  continued  decline  in  wool  prices,  the  New  Zealand 
Wo»l  Commission  has  been  required  to  bid  its  floor  price  for  poor  quality 
Merinos  and  inferior  oddments.    Total  purchases  by  the  Wool  Commission, 
however,  totaled  only  79  bales  at  Dunedin  on  December  1^  and  k  bales  at 
Timaru  on  December  18. 

Prices  indicated  a  firming  tendency  at  the  Timaru  sale,  which  contained 
a  poor-style  offering  but  a  wide  range  in  types.    The  Continent  continued 
to  dominate  the  market,  with  fair  support  from  Bradford. 


WOOL:    New  Zealand  auction  prices  for  selected  types,  Oct.  25, 
Dec.  Ik,  and  Dec,  18,  1957 


Description  : 

Type  ; 

Dunedin 
10/25/57  ] 

'  Dunedin 

12/1V57  ; 

•  Timaru 
'  12/18/57 

Extra  Fine  Crossbred 
Fine  Crossbred 
Medium  Crossbred 
Strong  Crossbred 

:    93B  50/56's 
,  100B          50' s 
:  lite    ^6/50 «s 
:  128b  k6/kQ's 

 U.  i 

!  69 

!  6k 

:       61  : 
5  60 

3.  cents  pe] 

:  59 
:  56 
5k 

:  53 

?  lb.  

:  59 
:  56 
:  5k 
:  53 
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U.  S.  PRESENTS  BREEDING 
CATTLE  TO  THAILAND 

In  a  ceremony  at  the  Tha  Phra  Livestock  Breeding  Station  near  Khon 
Kaen,  November  30,  the  United  States  Government  presented  Thai  farmers  with 
101  U.  S.  purebred  Brahman  bulls  and  30  Brahman  cows.    The  ceremony  was 
part  of  a  field  day  held  "by  the  Livestock  Department  of  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture  to  show  farmers  in  the  northeastern  region  how  livestock  could 
be  successfully  raised.    Prime  Minister  Pote  Sarasin  attended. 

Farmers  can  have  cows  serviced  at  the  station  free  of  charge.  A 
number  of  bulls  will  he  placed  in  outlying  villages  and  will  be  available 
to  farmers. 

Thailand  has  ahout  6  million  cattle  and  an  equal  number  of  water 
buffalo.    Many  of  these  are  draft  animals.    However,  there  is  considerable 
potential  for  increased  production  of  beef  cattle  in  the  northern  sections 
of  the  country,    Thailand  also  has  over  12,000  elephants  on  farms,  178,000 
horses,  and  a  few  donkeys  and  mules.    Hogs  number  3  million;  pork  is  the 
principal  meat  in  the  Thai  diet. 

Plans  are  "being  formulated  for  a  modern  livestock  slaughter  plant  in 
the  Bangkok  area.    Hongkong  and  Japan  are  possible  foreign  outlets  for  meat 
from  this  plant, 

URUGUAYAN  WOOL  EXPORTS 
DECLINE  SHARPLY 

Shipments  of  Uruguayan  wool  during  October  and  November  totaled  only 
3,3^  bales,  compared  with  22,600  bales  shipped  during  the  same  months  of 
the  previous  season.    The  decline  in  exports  resulted  from  growers'  refusal 
to  sell  wool  at  the  existing  "aforo"  rates.    The  "aforos"  (fixed  minimum 
prices  set  on  exports)  were  revised  in  November  to  revive  the  wool  trade. 

The  main  buyers  of  Uruguayan  wool  this  season  have  been  Italy,  the 
Netherlands,  and  East  Germany, 

ECUADOR  AND  CHILE  SIGN  TRADE 
AND  PAYMENTS  AGREEMENTS 

On  December  30,  1957,  the  Governments  of  Chile  and  Ecuador  signed  in 
Quito  new  agreements  on  trade  and  payments  to  take  the  place  of  the  outdated 
19^9  agreement. 

Under  the  new  Trade  Agreement,  Chile  will  allow  free  importation  of 
such  Ecuadoran  products  as  bananas,  palm  nuts,  cottonseed,  and  straw  hats, 
and  will  grant  considerable  tariff  reductions  on  other  imports.  Ecuador 
will  permit  the  free  importation  of  oats,  cherries,  sodium  and  potassium 
saltpeter,  and  grapes,  and  will  grant  reductions  on  other  items.  Each 
nation  will  grant  the  other  most-favored-nation  treatment. 
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THAILAND 1 S  RICE  EXPORTS 
DOWN  IN  NOVEMBER 

November  rice  exports  from  Thailand  were  only  80,000  metric  tons, 
following  October  shipments  of  116,000  tons.    Total  exports  from  January 
through  November  amounted  to  1,^51^000  metric  tons.    The  November  decrease 
was  the  result  of  quota  restrictions  imposed  in  August  (see  Foreign  Crops 
and  Markets,  September  16,  1957). 

Stocks  remaining  on  December  1  were  reported  sufficient  to  justify 
total  exports  of  1,600,000  metric  tons  during  calendar  year  1957;  depending 
on  whether  sufficient  rice-export  quotas  were  issued  to  attain  that  figure. 

An  increase  in  individual  export  quotas  on  all  grades  of  white  rice  for 
the  second  half  of  1957  was  announced  November  30  by  the  Ministry  of  Economic 
Affairs.     (Exports  of  white  rice  usually  comprise  about  97  percent  of  all" .rice 
exports.)    Rice  export  quotas  were  increased  to  hQ  percent  of  the  exporters' 
shipments  during  the  first  6  months  of  the  year.    The  quotas  originally  were 
set  at  30  percent,  but  on  October  k  had  been  increased  to  U5  percent. 

It  is  not  known  whether  the  increase  in  rice -export  quotas  will  provide 
sufficient  rice  for  the  export  of  1,600,000  metric  tons.     The  November  in- 
crease reflects  more  optimism  concerning  current  rice  supplies  and  the  size 
of  the  new  crop. 

U.S.  RICE  EXPORTS 
BELOW  YEAR  AGO 

United  States  rice  exports  in  November  1957  were  9^0,000  bags  (100  pounds) 
in  terms  of  milled  rice,  compared  with  1,^+03,000  bags  in  the  same  month  of 
1956.     Over  two-thirds  of  exports  went  to  Cuba,  and  12  percent  to  Korea. 

Rough  rice  exports,  totaling  53 j 9^9  bags,  were;    28,238  bags  to  Canada; 
25,050  bags  to  Cuba;  and  68l  bags  to  Panama.    Exports  of  milled  rice  con- 
taining not  over  25  percent  whole  kernels  were  (in  100-pound  bags):  Netherlands 
Antilles,  500;  United  Kingdom,  kkQ;  Cuba  367;  Trust  Territory  in  the  Pacific, 
100;  total,  l,Ul5.    All  other  exports  were  milled  rice  containing  over  25 
percent  whole  kernels. 

Rice  exports  in  the  August -November  period  of  the  current  marketing  year 
totaled  3;778,000  bags,  compared  with  8,879>000  bags  in  the  corresponding 
period  of  1956,  and  ^,75^,000  bags  in  the  same  months  of  1955-    The  only  area 
to  which  rice  exports  increased  was  the  Western  Hemisphere,  due  primarily  to 
a  27 -percent  gain  in  exports  to  Cuba. 

The  principal  countries  of  destination  were  Cuba,  Pakistan,  Korea, 
Liberia,  and  Canada.    Exports  to  Asian  and  European  countries  from  August 
through  November  were  sharply  below  those  in  the  same  months  of  1956. 
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RICE:    United  States  exports,  in  terms  of  milled,  to  specified  countries,  July  1957, 

with  comparisons  1/ 


Country  of  destination 

:  August-July 

• August-November 

'  November  2/ 

| 1955-56 

1956-57 

'  1956 

,1957  2/ 

;  1956 

!  1957 

« 

:  1,000 
:  bags 

:  1,000 
bags 

1,000  • 
:  bags 

1,000 
bags 

:  1,000 
:  bags  • 

1,000 

bags 

Western  Hemisphere: 

: 

!  376; 

148 

!  107 

1  44 

!  41 

33: 

8 

!  0 

1  0 

!  0 

137 

79 

i  6: 

V 

!  1 

F,l  Salvador   

:  1: 

9: 

0: 

0 

:  0 

•       O  GOH 

!  4,054 

'      -«-,.? -1-7 

.     X  ,  D  /  ±. 

00  u 

•  i 

to, 

.  ?o. 

Q 

2J  - 

O 

1/ 

:  42 

13 

!  ±D 

5 

5 

1Q1  . 

17A 
x  to 

17A 

«          "I  "39 

1  V 

•                  T  o  i 

3! 

r\  ■ 
U' 

1  / 

:  0' 

•2  / 

■  C\* 

00. 

20: 

3V 

2/ 

s  0: 

V 

*  3^' 

AO: 

1' 

•a  / 

!  2/ 

V 

79. 

Off 

27 



4 

 :  3.828 

5.019: 

1.809' 

1.841 

442' 

740 

Europe: 

:  686: 

:  285 

339 

:  44 

:  35: 

4 

78- 

_L 

0 

:  1' 

0 

5? 

20' 

X « 

0 

3/ 

0 

31  < 

< 

3Z. 

•  3 

.  3 

2 

•  Q! 

16: 

6 

1: 

2 

22" 

58" 

27' 

1Z. 

5: 

3 

-<* 

..  :  10" 

39 

26: 

3 

1: 

2 

429 

/u 

4o ' 

13 

Asia: 

: 

India   

4,376 

:  0 

0 

0 

0 

 :  220: 

10 

:  0 

:  0 

:  0 

0 

 :  516- 

5,424 

3,531: 

0 

:  727' 

0 

:  109 

:  90 

:  2 

:  37 

2/ 

:  2,746 

»  1/ 

242: 

0 

121 

.  4,372 

.  1,789 

1,29$ 

:  0' 

0 

 :  28 

:  20 

11 

0 

!  0 

0 

:   h/  207 

:  0 

:  0 

:  0 

:  0 

>  —  off 

>  01 

>  ^ 

71 

1                  f  -L 

•  J 

£1 

.:  3/ 

:  22 

14: 

97 

!  0 

:  10 

!  218 

218 

0 

:  0- 

0 

35 

8 

4: 

2 

:  1: 

0 

,  17,610 

.  5,681 

1,709 

733' 

172 

 :  26 

47 

:  248 
:  0 
19 
13 

17" 
76 

0' 
9 
5 

20 
124 
0 
8 
6 

:  7: 
:  0: 
!  0: 

!  3: 
2: 

/ 
0 

42 

0 

6 

1 

i  23,826 

8,026 

3,778 

1,233: 

980 

Ground  rough  rice  for  animal  f 

 :  881 

eed  5/:  514 

:  2,139 
288 

:  853' 

0 

0 

0 

170: 
0: 

0 
0 

:  26,253 

8,879 

3,778 

1,403: 

980 

1/  Includes  brown,  broken,  screenings,  and  brewers'  rice  and  rough  rice  converted  to 
terms  of  milled  at  65  percent.    2/  Preliminary.    3_/  Less  than  500  cwt.    ij  Shipped 
by  Army  under  contrect  with  International  Cooperation  Administration. 


Source:    Bureau  of  the  Census  and  Department  of  Agriculture. 
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URUGUAY  REDUCES 
WHEAT  ESTIMATES 

Uruguay's  1957  wheat  production  is  now  officially  estimated  at  about  26 
million  "bushels,  10  percent  less  than  earlier  forecasts.    The  reduction  was 
the  result  of  damage  from  heavy  hail  and  rain  storms  during  the  harvest  of 
the  crop  in  December.    Losses  were  greatest  in  the  major  producing  areas, 
less  in  western  areas.    Northern  and  central  regions  reported  no  damage. 

If  total  production  is  as  now  estimated,  export  availability  will  be 
somewhat  less  than  expected. 

CEYLON'S  RICE  CROP 
DAMAGED  BY  FLOODS 

About  20  percent  of  Ceylon' s  rice  acreage  sown  in  the  first  crop  of  1958 
has  been  damaged  by  floods,  according  to  early  estimates.    Excessive  rain  in 
late  December  on  top  of  a  heavier- than-normal  northeast  monsoon  ruined 
thousands  of  acres  of  rice.    Acreage  of  the  first  crop  has  been  around  900,000 
to  1  million  acres  in  recent  years. 

Hardest  hit  are  the  northern,  eastern,  and  north-central  provinces,  which 
a  few  months  ago  were  badly  in  need  of  rain.    Much  of  the  flood  damage  is  in 
low- lying  areas,  where  most  of  Ceylon's  rice  is  grown. 

Warehouses  reported  only  a  6-day  supply  of  rice  at  the  year's  end,  though 
supplies  were  plentiful  aboard  ships  in  port  awaiting  discharge.  Colombo 
port  operations  were  virtually  paralyzed  by  the  week's  rain.  Intermittent 
labor  stoppage,  following  a  general  harbor  strike  of  over  a  week  in  late 
November  and  early  December,  intensified  the  problem. 

RICE:    Ceylon,  imports,  quantity  and  value,  September  and 
January-September  1957 


September 


Country  of  : 
origin 

!  Quantity  ' 

Value 

;  (C.i.f.) 

\  Cost 
',  per 
unit 

!  Quantity 

.  Value 
j  (c.i.f.) 

Cost 

per 
'  unit 

:  Pounds 

:  Dollars 

[Dollars 
:  per 
:100  lb. 

:  Pounds 

Dollars 

[Dollars 
:  per 
:100  lb. 

:39, 275,936« 
0 

6,9^-6,352 
:  11,023,0^0- 

:i, 805, 188; 
:  0 
:  298,528 
535,550 

^.60  , 
i       0  : 
:    k.30  ' 
:    k.Q6  - 

-516,588,2^0- 
:  2,38If-,928« 
:  201,05^,  78^' 
•  9^,360,560 

2^,518,823 
:  113,2^9' 
•  9,377,715: 
k, 802, 571 

:  ^.75 
:  ^.75 
k.66 

:  5.09 

57,2^5,328 

12,639,266 

!    k.6l  : 

81^,388,512 

,38,812,357 

^.77 

January-Sept  emb  e  r 


Ceylon  Customs  Returns. 
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BRAZIL'S  WHEAT 
CROP  REDUCED 

Brazil's  1957  wheat  crop  was  less  than  expected,  mainly  because  of 
disease  damage  and  excessive  rain  which  interfered  with  harvesting.  A 
considerable  reduction  in  yield  is  attributed  to  leaf  blight,  stem  rust, 
and  other  disease.    Quality  of  the  grain  also  suffered. 

Unofficial  estimates  of  commercial  availability  indicate  a  total  crop 
of  about  32  million  bushels,  slightly  less  than  1956  production.  Earlier 
reports  had  pointed  to  an  increase  over  the  1956  crop. 

Brazilian  mills  are  distributing  imported  United  States  flour  in  quotas 
along  with  domestic  flour  delivered  to  bakers.    This  is  part  of 
a  lot  of  840,000  bags  of  U.  S.  flour  being  imported  by  a  Brazilian  company. 

U.  S.  GRASS  AND  LEGUME  SEED  EXPORTS  UP 
18  PERCENT  FROM  LAST  YEAR 

November  exports  of  6,785  thousand  pounds  of  grass  and  legume  seeds 
brought  the  5-month  total  up  to  14,656  thousand  pounds,  compared  with 
12,408  thousand  pounds  for  the  same  period  last  year. 

The  record  shipment  of  more  than  3  million  pounds  of  alfalfa  seed, 
57  percent  of  it  going  to  the  Federal  Republic  of  Germany,  was  largely 
responsible  for  the  increase. 


GRASS  AND  LEGUME  SEEDS:    United  States  exports,  November 
and  July-November  1956  and  1957 


November 

[     July  1  to 

\     July  1  to 

Kind  of  seed 

November  30 

November  30 

:  1956 

1  1957 

;  1956 

;  1957 

:  1,000 

:  1,000 

:  1,000 

:  1,000 

:  pounds 

:  pounds 

:  pounds 

:  pounds 

Alfalfa  

.:  1,399 

3,005 

:  3,001 

:  5,192 

:  10 

:  171 

:  99 

:  344 

!  2,468 

:  1,489 

:  388 

:  1,859 

:  1,169 

134  ' 

211 

:  268 

:  ^7 

7 

:  86 

:        155  : 

174 

:  259 

921  : 

591  : 

1,336 

1,781  : 

3,926  : 

4,758 

.:      3,889  1 

6,785  ! 

12,408  : 

14,656 

Ik 
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COTTON  ACREAGE  AND  PRODUCTION 
UP  SHARPLY  IN  GUATEMALA 

Guatemala's  cotton  area  for  the  1957-58  season  is  currently  estimated 
at  1+^,000  acres,  an  increase  of  33  percent  from  1956-57;  and  only  15  per- 
cent below  the  alltime  high  of  52,000  acres  in  1955-56- 

Cotton  production  is  now  estimated  at  a  record  63,000  bales  (500  pounds 
gross)  for  1957-58,  up  26  percent  from  the  50,000  bales  produced  in  1956-57* 
Aside  from  the  increased  acreage,  excellent  weather  conditions  during  the 
season  helped  boost  production. 

Cotton  prices  are  a  key  factor  in  determining  cotton  acreage.  Acreage 
increased  significantly  in  1955-56  after  export  prices  had  averaged  about 
32  cents  per  pound  in  the  preceding  season;  acreage  was  sharply  cut  in  1956- 
57  following  declining  prices  in  1955-56.    The  effect  of  stabilized  prices  in 

1956-  57,  together  with  good  yields,  is  reflected  in  the  increased  acreage  for 

1957-  58. 

Cotton  consumption  in  Guatemala  is  unofficially  estimated  at  16,000  bales 
in  1957-58,  compared  with  1^,000  bales  in  1956-57*    The  Government  of  Guatemala 
provides  some  protection  for  the  small  domestic  textile  industry  by  requiring 
importers  to  purchase  specified  amounts  of  locally  produced  textiles  for  each 
unit  of  similar  textiles  imported. 

Guatemala's  exports  for  August -July  1956-57  are  estimated  at  36,000  bales, 
compared  with  35,000  bales  in  1955-56.    European  countries  were  the  principal 
importers  of  Guatemalan  cotton  in  1956-57-     Cotton  stocks  on  August  1,  1957, 
were  estimated  at  7,000  bales,  about  the  same  as  stocks  a  year  earlier. 

U.S.  COTTON  EXPORTS 
RISE  IN  NOVEMBER 

United  States  exports  of  cotton  (all  types)  were  5^-8,000  bales  (500  pounds 
gross)  in  November.    This  was  an  increase  of  about  9  percent  from  October  ex- 
ports of  50^,000  bales,  and  only  slightly  below  exports  of  557,000  bales  in 
November  1956 • 

Cotton  exports  for  August -November  1957  were  1,797,000  bales  (500  pounds 
gross),  compared  with  2,1^6,000  bales  during  August -November  1956. 

Sales  under  the  1957-58  cotton  export  program  by  the  Commodity  Credit 
Corporation,  for  export  between  August  16,  1957,  and  July  31>  1958,  totaled 
^•,^29,1^4-^  running  bales  as  of  December  2k,  1957-    The  average  selling  price, 
Middling  1  inch,  average  location,  was  28. 30  cents  per  pound  for  the 
December  2k  sale,  compared  with  28.19  cents  per  pound  on  December  3,  1957- 
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COTTON:    United  States  exports  by  country  of  destination,  averages  1935-39 
and  19h5-k9,  annual  1955  and  1956,  August-November  1956  and  1957 

(Bales  of  500  pounds  gross) 


Country  of 

,    . .    . .  • 

Average 

.  1955 

.  1956 

.  1956 

|  1957 

destination 

• 

1935-39 

:  19U5-U9 

• 
• 

• 
• 

1,000 

:  1,000 

:  1,000 

:  1,000 

:  1,000 

:  1,000 

• 
• 

bales 

t  bales 

:  bales 

:  bales 

:  bales 

:  bales 

0 

:    1/  36 

:  16 

111 

:  17 

169 

:  131 

t        30  : 

:  337 

s  96 

s  80 

:  lh 

:  3 

!  25 

:  7 

:  12 

35 

:  21 

:  16 

:  33 

:  22 

5  12 

662 

:  575 

:  178 

s  U33 

s  172 

:  53 

511 

:  3U0 

:  7h 

:  1,061 

:  253 

:  266 

Ui2 

:  1*89 

t  io5 

t  720 

239 

:  162 

107 

t  131 

t  17 

:  260 

t  71 

s  31 

17 

:  7 

'  i/ 

!  21 

i  k 

:  5 

180 

:  69 

:          1  : 

:  27 

:  0 

:  103 

36 

!  2/ 

!  5 

:  91 

s  30 

:  10 

108 

:  -/69 

:       1U3  s 

:       17U  ' 

:  73 

i  9 

115 

!         12  : 

:         10  : 

:  111 

:  20 

:  hi 

11 

i  26 

:  H 

:  121 

:  U6 

:  37 

1.3h6  : 

:       U88  : 

:  153 

.  1,050 

:       251  i 

:  265 

17 

U7 

;  109 

i  lia 

:  2 

:  1 

3/  96 

:    U/  90 

:  5 

:  38 

:  5 

:  9 

• 

3,885 

1  2,5U5 

,  881 

:  4,697 

:    1>308  ! 

j  1,113 

• 
« 

301 

:  275 

I       75  ! 

:       380  , 

I  135 

•  80 

11 

:  16 

!  11 

:  31 

:  11 

:  15 

5/ 

:        15  J 

;        19  : 

5  j 

:  0 

f/  : 

:        U5  : 

95  s 

:        15  i 

:  38 

52 

86 

:          9  s 

:  301 

!  110 

:  27 

;  ^ 

:        15  i 

:        U3  i 

13  : 

:  11 

:  6/1*8 

!       135  ! 

:       220  ! 

:        79  : 

:  38 

1,1U2 

t  585 

!      873  s 

-    1,588  i 

i      355  : 

332 

2 

»  b 

>  JLC 

36 

i              J- J-  « 

17 

*\ 

:  1 

:       12U  i 

161  : 

11  : 

:  9 

!  2 

:        13  ! 

:         11  : 

:      2/  , 

:  0 

9  ! 

:         20  ! 

:         1U  s 

:        7h  ■ 

31  : 

:  2JU 

20  : 

\  2h 

:        27  J 

:  52 

:        19  s 

:  33 

French  North  Africa..: 

s/ 

i  h 

:          6  : 

17  ! 

:          h  J 

:  5 

9 

i         7  • 

:        28  s 

81  ! 

17  ! 

17 

7/15U 

s  8/  1*03  ' 

37  : 

9/  107  : 

22  : 

38 

Total  500-lb.  bales.! 

5,589 

:  i,o65  : 

2,320  : 

1   7,913  : 

2,lU6  ; 

1,797 

1/  li-year  average.  2/  Less  than  500  bales.  3/ 
k/ Includes  Czechoslovakia  57  and  Greece  21.    5/  3 


Includes  Czechoslovakia  65. 
If  any,  included  in  other 
countries.    6/  3 -year  average.    7/  Includes  China  117,  and  French  Indochina 
22.    8/  Includes  China  1*01.    9/  Includes  Pakistan  28,  Union  of  South  Africa 
31,  and  Uruguay  15. 

Compiled  from  official  records  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census. 
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TRANSSHIPMENTS  OF  MEXICAN 
COTTON  INCREASE  IN  OCTOBER 

Transshipments  of  Mexican  cotton  through  United  States  ports  in 
October  1957  were  128,000  bales  (500  pounds  gross),  up  sharply  from 
September  transshipments  of  70;000  bales,  and  about  15  percent  above 
the  movement  of  111,000  bales  in  October  1956.    Transshipments  for 
August -October  1957  were  261,000  bales,  compared  with  1+02,000  bales 
during  the  comparable  period  in  1956. 

Principal  destinations  of  transshipments  during  August -October 
1957;  with  comparable  1956  figures  in  parentheses,  were:    West  Germany 
6^,000  bales  (88,000);  Belgium  1+1,000  (3^,000);  United  Kingdom  50,000 
(kk,000);  Japan  3^,000  (119,000);  Netherlands  23,000  ( 19,000);  Italy 
15,000  (16,000);  and  Switzerland  15,000  ( 11,000). 

These  transshipments  are  in  addition  to  direct  exports  from  Mexico 
to  foreign  destinations,  which  amounted  to  about  116,000  bales  in  October 
1957;  and  185,000  bales  in  October  1956.    Direct  exports  for  August- 
October  1957  were  about  515,000  bales,  compared  with  58^000  bales  during 
August -October  1956. 

WINTER  VEGETABLE  ACREAGE  IN 
MEXICO  AND  CUBA  LOWER 

Vegetable  crops  on  the  West  Coast  of  Mexico  have  made  excellent 
progress,  and  weather  damage  has  been  minor.    Plantings  were  smaller 
because  of  a  shortage  of  irrigation  water  in  the  Culiacan  Valley.  Final 
acreage  of  watermelons  and  cantaloups  may  be  more,  but  this  will  depend 
largely  on  the  availability  of  water. 

There  has  been  a  sharp  increase  in  staked  tomatoes  on  the  West  Coast. 
Most  of  these  vine -ripened  tomatoes  are  shipped  by  motor  truck  to  U.  S. 
markets.    Quality  of  the  tomatoes  has  been  excellent  this  season.  Bell 
pepper  acreage  has  been  trending  downward  because  of  plant  diseases. 
Watermelons  were  severely  damaged  by  disease  last  season,  which  accounts 
in  part  for  the  sharp  reduction  in  acreage  this  year. 

Miscellaneous  vegetables  planted  include  snap  beans,  squash,  cucumbers, 
sweet  corn,  and  eggplant.    Most  of  these  are  planted  on  scattered  small 
acreages  and  it  is  difficult  to  estimate  them  accurately.     They  are  usually 
shipped  by  truck  in  mixed  lots. 

Acreage  in  the  Mante  area  of  Mexico  (East  Coast)  has  been  low  during 
3  of  the  last  h  seasons  because  of  adverse  weather  at  planting  time.  Toma- 
toes in  the  area  are  planted  after  the  rainy  season,  which  normally  ends 
in  September.     Since  the  tomatoes  are  grown  without  irrigation  they  must 
be  planted  during  a  3  "to  U-week  period.    The  marketing  season  ends  about 
March  1.     Other  vegetables  in  this  area  are  grown  primarily  for  domestic  sale. 
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In  Cuba,  a  sharp  decline  in  ground  tomatoes  has  been  offset  by  a  sharp 
increase  in  staked  tomatoes.    Cuban  consumers  prefer  the  vine-ripened  tomatoes 
and  will  pay  a  much  higher  price  for  lower  grades  of  these  than  for  lower 
grades  of  green  tomatoes.    Tomato  crops  have  made  good  progress  with  the 
exception  of  some  wind  damage  in  December, 

Cucumber  acreage  on  the  Isle  of  Pines  has  declined  sharply  but  has  been 
more  than  offset  by  increased  acreage  on  the  mainland. 

Prices  of  vegetables  are  much  higher  than  in  recent  seasons  as  a  result 
of  the  severe  frost  and  flood  damage  in  both  Florida  and  the  Lower  Rio  Grande 
Valley  of  Texas. 


WINTER  VEGETABLES:    Mexico  and  Cuba,  acreage  planted  for  export 
to  the  United  States  and  Canada,  1954-57  l/ 


Area  and  commodity 

:  1954-55 

:  1955-56 

:  1956-57 

-  1957-58 

• 
• 

:  Acres 

Acres 

!    Acres  ; 

Acres 

Mexico : 

•  t 
• 

West  Coast 

• 

!  39,4oo 

34,300  i 

30,800 

 :           0  ! 

:        200  ■ 

:  500 

:  1,900 

:  2,500 

!  3,800 

:  2,4oo 

 :  2,600 

!  1,900 

!  3,400 

:  2,100 

:  4,4oo 

:  5,ooo 

:  2,800 

 :  4,700 

:     4, 600  : 

!  4,800 

:  3,000 

 :  1,300 

• 

!     1,100  - 

!  1,000 

:  1,200 

Mante  (East  Coast) 

• 
• 

• 

:  6,000 

;  15,000 

:  5,ooo 

Cuba: 

• 

• 
• 

>  2,000 

;  500 

:  1,500 

!  2,000 

*                          m*  —  mm 

«  4,000 

:  4,500 

1/  Acreage  estimates  1954-55  and  1955-56  unavailable  for  Cuba. 


SOUTHERN  IRELAND  PLANTS 
MORE  DESSERT  APPLES 

The  planting  of  500  acres  of  dessert  apples  in  the  south  of  Ireland  is 
now  underway.    Present  plans  call  for  completion  of  this  planting  within  the 
next  2  years.    Members  of  the  Fruit  Growers  Cooperative  hope  that  within  the 
next  8  to  10  years  they  will  be  ahle  to  produce  sufficient  dessert  apples  to 
supply  the  full  needs  of  the  domestic  market. 
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WEST  GERMANY  ANNOUNCES 
ADDITIONAL  IMPORT  TENDERS 

West  Germany  has  announced  several  import  tenders  as  replacements  for 
similar  tenders  in  effect  during  1957 •    Import  procedures  and  regulations 
are  the  same  as  under  the  old  tenders.    New  tenders  are: 

"Canned  Pineapples"  from  the  dollar  area:    Applications  for  import  licenses 
may  "be  submitted  from  January  6  to  December  29,  1958,  ot  until  the  value 
limit  has  been  reached. 

"Fruit  and  Vegetable  Juices  Without  Sugar  and  Fruit  Juices  With  Sugar, 
except  Concentrates"  from  the  dollar  area:    Applications  for  import  licenses 
may  be  submitted  from  January  6  to  December  29 ,  1958,  °^  until  the  value 
limit  has  been  reached. 

"Fruit  Juice  Concentrates  (Orange,  Grapefruit,  Lemon,  Tangerine,  Rasp- 
berry, Plum,  Blackberry,  Pineapple)"  from  the  dollar  area:    Juice  must  be 
shipped  in  containers  of  3  kg.  or  more  for  further  processing.  Applications 
may  be  submitted  from  January  6  to  December  29;  1958,  or  until  the  value 
limit  has  been  reached. 

"Canned  Asparagus,  Center  Cuts"  from  the  United  States:  Applications 
for  import  licenses  may  he  submitted  from  January  6  to  December  29,  1958, 
or  until  the  value  limit  has  been  reached. 

As  in  the  past,  value  limits  have  not  been  announced. 

ARGENTINA  ESTIMATES  DECIDUOUS 
FRUIT  CROPS 

The  first  official  estimate  of  deciduous  fruit  production  in  Argentina 
for  the  1957-58  season  indicates  a  sharp  reduction  in  apples  and  a  slight 
increase  in  pears  and  plums.    Peaches  and  other  stone  fruits  are  up  sharply 
over  the  relatively  poor  crops  harvested  in  1956-57* 


FRUIT,  DECIDUOUS:    Argentine  production,  I956-57 
and  estimated  1957-58 


Commodity 

;  Unit 

:  1956-57 

;  1957-58 

:  Change  from 
1956-57 

:  1,000  boxes 

•  1,000  boxes 

:  Percent 

Apples  : 

^-lb.  box  : 

21,200 

:     13,900  j 

!  -3^ 

Pears .....•..*•*•....! 

^4~lb.  box 

5      5,100  : 

:      5,500  i 

:  +8 

Peaches.  j 

H8-Ibi  bu.  : 

3,500  \ 

7,500  J 

Cherries  : 

Short  ton  : 

'      1,675  : 

^,519  : 

+170 

Plums  : 

Short  ton  : 

^6,^07  : 

50,265  : 

+8 
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FRENCH  EXPORTS  OF  CANNED  MILK 
MAY  REACH  NEW  HIGH 

Exports  of  evaporated  and  condensed  milk  from  France  in  the  first  9 
months  of  1957;  were  running  well  ahead  of  1956  and  may  set  a  new  record 
for  that  country.    During  January-September  1957;  evaporated  milk  exports 
totaled  Sik  million  pounds,  more  than  double  the  amount  shipped  during  the 
first  3  quarters  of  1956.    Sweetened  condensed  milk  exports  totaled  25.7 
million  pounds  during  the  first  9  months  of  1957  >  a  58-percent  increase 
over  the  same  period  in  1956. 

Almost  all  of  the  canned  milk  was  shipped  to  French  territories  in 
Africa.    The  increase  in  evaporated  milk  exports  was  due  to  a  sharp  rise 
in  shipments  to  Algeria  and  French  West  Africa,  while  Algeria  and  Madagascar 
were  responsible  for  the  increased  condensed  milk  exports. 

ARGENTINA'S  EXPORTS  OF 
DRIED  EGGS  DOWN  IN  1957 

Exports  of  dried  eggs  and  dried  egg  yolks  from  Argentina  for  the  first 
10  months  (January-October)  1957  amounted  to  33*^218  pounds.    Although  no 
official  estimate  of  exports  for  the  12-month  period  is  yet  available,  it  is 
unlikely  that  the  final  1957  export  figure  will  approach  the  1956  total  of 
1,33^,22^  pounds. 

Estimated  1958  production  of  dried  eggs  and  dried  egg  yolks  has  been 
placed  at  about  882,000  pounds,  a  substantial  increase  over  the  level  of 
production  for  the  last  3  years.    Since  local  consumption  of  dried  eggs  is 
very  small,  the  bulk  of  this  production  will  be  available  for  export. 


DRIED  WHOLE  EGGS  AND  EGG  YOLKS:    Argentine  exports  by  country  of 
destination,  1955;  1956,  and  January- October  1957 


Destination 

\       Dried  whole 

eggs  \ 

Egg  yolk 

i  1955  ; 

1956  ; 

1957  : 
Jan. -Oct . : 

1955  ! 

1956  . 

:  1957 
Jan. -Oct. 

:  1,000  « 

;  1,000 

:  1,000 

!  1,000 

:  1,000 

:  1,000 

:    lb.  - 

lb. 

:  lb. 

:  lb. 

:  lb. 

:  lb. 

1^9.0 

•  ^09.^ 

•  166.7 

:  58.9 

:  235.7 

:  32.1+ 

:  19.2 

-  50.0 

:    ^6.3  - 

:     23  A 

:  263.0 

39.2 

:  26.7 

:  9.0 

:     30.^  : 

:    37.5  ! 

:  155.2  j 

!  3.5 

:  25.6 

:     51.1  : 

:  51.1 

•  •  •  •  •       *"  "*  ™" 

:    15.7  ' 

:    23.8  - 

:  27.8 

:  6.2 

•    28.9  • 

• 

:  805.1 

1  2^8.2 

:  168.3  : 

529.I  « 

86.0 
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AEGENTINE  CASEIN  PRODUCTION  DOWN; 
EXPORTS  UP 

During  the  first  9  months  of  1957;  Argentine  casein  production  totaled 
5h.h  million  pounds,  lh  percent  under  the  same  period  in  1956.  Exports ,  on 
the  other  hand,  showed  a  6  percent  gain. 

Total  shipments  during  the  first  3  quarters  of  1957  totaled  57-8  million 
pounds,  compared  with  5^-3  million  pounds  during  the  January-September  1956 
period.    The  United  States,  Argentina's  principal  casein  customer,  took  57-8 
million  pounds,  a  3 • 5 -million -pound  increase  over  1956.    While  shipments  to 
most  other  markets  were  running  under  the  previous  year,  exports  to  Italy 
totaled  8.9  million  pounds,  more  than  double  January-September  1956  exports 
to  that  country. 

Stocks  on  October  1,  1957 ,  totaled  11. 9  million  pounds,  hi  percent  under 
stocks  on  the  same  date  in  1956. 

AUSTRALIA  SHIPPING  SMALLER 
QUANTITIES  OF  DAIRY  PRODUCTS 

Exports  of  all  major  dairy  products  from  Australia  during  the  first  9 
months  of  1957  dropped  below  the  level  of  comparable  1956. 

Butter  shipments  in  this  period  were  down  28  percent,  amounting  to 
approximately  89  million  pounds.    The  United  Kingdom  took  70  million  pounds, 
and  the  Federal  Republic  of  Germany  and  Singapore  took  3  million  pounds  each. 
Shipments  also  were  made  to  other  regular  outlets,  including  Italy  (2.1+ 
million  pounds),  the  Philippine  Republic  (1.8  million  pounds),  Ceylon 
(l.7  million  pounds),  and  Hong  Kong  (l.h  million  pounds). 

Cheese  exports  of  22.6  million  pounds  for  January-September  1957  were 
16  percent  below  the  same  months  of  1956.    The  United  Kingdom  took  about  75 
percent  of  all  cheese  shipped  in  this  period.    The  Philippine  Republic  im- 
ported 2  million  pounds .    The  balance  was  about  equally  distributed  among 
Australia's  other  customary  markets. 

Shipments  of  total  canned  milk  (about  95  percent  condensed  milk)  dropped 
from  hO  million  pounds  in  January-September  1956  to  35  million  pounds  in  the 
first  3  quarters  of  1957 •    Malaya  continued  to  be  an  important  outlet  and  in 
this  period  took  15  million  pounds;  9  million  pounds  went  to  Singapore. 

Dried  whole  milk  exports  for  the  9-m°nth  period  declined  ih  percent  to 
approximately  10  million  pounds,  of  which  2  million  went  to  Ceylon.  Malaya, 
Singapore,  and  Indonesia  each  took  1  million  pounds. 

Trade  in  nonfat  dry  milk  solids  during  the  first  9  months  of  1957  was  only 
75  percent  of  the  corresponding  1956  period  and  totaled  27  million  pounds.  More 
than  half  of  this  went  to  India.    The  United  Kingdom  took  about  6  million  pounds 
Smaller  shipments  were  made  to  such  other  regular  markets  as  Ceylon,  Mauritius, 
Indonesia,  and  Malaya. 
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YUGOSLAVIA  INCREASES  EDIBLE  OIL 
IMPORTS  IN  1957 

The  total  available  supply  of  edible  oils  in  Yugoslavia  during  1957  "was 
only  slightly  greater  than  supplies  of  1956.    Although  estimated  1957  produc- 
tion of  oil  from  domestic  and  imported  oilseeds  was  only  about  two-thirds  that 
of  the  previous  year,  imports  of  edible  oil — at  20,000  short  tons — were  4  times 
larger.    Lard  production  in  1957  was  down  more  than  5  percent  from  1956,  and 
lard  imports  were  down  one-third. 


FATS  AND  OILS  (EDIBLE):    Yugoslavia,  supply  and  distribution, 

1956  and  1957 


Edible  oils 

Lard 

Total 

1956  . 

1957  1/;  1956  , 

1957  1/;  1956 

1957  1/ 

■  -  -  -  1,000  short  tons 

Supply: 

:     6.5  - 

:      5.5  : 

:    12.1  « 

:     8.9  : 
-    20.0  : 

•  19.8 
!  111.4  ! 

:    30.9  : 
:  104.7  j 

26.3  : 

!  133.9  ' 
12.0  - 

36.4 
!  116.8 

:  8.9 
:  48.2 

Production  from:  2/ 
Domestic  materials 

22.5  i 
12.0  ; 

:      5.0  ; 

!    44.6  : 

28.2  \ 

:  49.6 

;  ^6.0  - 

!    46.5  : 

175.8  - 

:  163.8  j 

221.8  • 

:  210.3 

Distribution: 

Human  consumption. ............ 

Industrial  use 

:    39.3  1 
1.2  - 

!   38.6  ; 
:     1.6  - 

I  143.3  : 
:     1.6  ■ 

:  143.3  ! 
:     1.8  < 

!  182.6 
-  2.8 

I  181.9 
:  3.4 

!       5.5  ! 

\    6~3  ; 

!  36.9  I 

1    18.7  I 

'  36A 

:  25.O 

Total  distribution  «... 

|    1*6.0  \ 

!    ^6.5  < 

i  175.8  ■ 

:  163.8  \ 

1  221.8 

!  210.3 

1/  Preliminary  estimate.    2/  Estimated  breakdown. 


Compiled  from  official  and  unofficial  sources. 


Yugoslav  output  of  oilseeds  crushed  for  edible  purposes    was  around  one- 
fourth  greater  in  1957  than  1956,  but  the  volume  of  seed  crushed  (including 
imported  seed)  in  1957  was  only  one-half  that  of  1956.    Thus,  the  output  of 
edible  oil  in  1957  (excluding  olive  oil)  was  only  one-half  as  large  in  1957, 
but  the  carryover  of  oilseeds  was  exceptionally  high  (50,000  tons  of  sunflower 
seed,  compared  with  18,000  tons  in  1956). 

Output  of  industrial  oil  in  1957  "was  up  slightly,  a  result  of  increased 
production  of  castor  oil  and  sunflower  seed  oil  to  be  used  industrially.  The 
1957  outturn  of  rapeseed  oil  was  practically  all  used  for  edible  purposes  where- 
as it  was  all  used  industrially  the  previous  year. 
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The  Yugoslav  Government  is  encouraging  output  of  oilseeds,  especially  sun- 
flower seed,  but  acreage  planted  in  1957  was  almost  70,000  acres  short  of  the 
planned  goal.    The  guaranteed  price  was  increased,  but  not  enough  to  encourage 
the  rapid  expansion  desired.    Sunflower  is  planted  on  the  poorer  lands  and  late 
in  the  planting  season,  resulting  in  low  yields. 

OILSEEDS  AND  OILS:    Yugoslavia,  acreage  and  production  of  oilseeds  and 
production  of  edible  and  industrial  oils,  1956  and  1957 


Sunflower  seed. 
Rapeseed . . . 
Soybeans . . . 
Poppyseed . . 
Sesame  seed 
Peanuts .... 
Cottonseed . 
Castor  beans 


Oilseeds 


Oil  production 


Acreage 

\  Production 

)  Edible 

|  Industrial 

1956 

jl957  1/ 

:  1956 

11957  y 

:  1956 

!l957  2/ 

:  1956 

!i957  2/ 

1,000 
acres 

:  1,000 
short  tons 

:  1,000 
short  tons 

:  1,000 
short  tons 

180.0 
19.8 

7.3 
15.2 

5.1 

:  202.0  ; 
:     9.k  ■ 
:    15-6  • 
•     2.3  : 
0.2  : 

65.O 

5.1 

3/2.8 
"  2.6 
0.6  • 

:    88.2  . 

:  1.5 
:  k/k.k  i 

•     0.3  : 
5/_  ; 

2k. 0 

1.1 
0.8 

5/ 

:  7-0 
:  0.8 
:     2.2  • 
:     0.2  : 

5.3  : 

•  2.6 
2.0 

:  kA 
•  0.2 

32.0 
2A  ; 

30.0  \ 
9.1  : 

5-1  : 
0.7  ' 

k.k  \ 
h.5  : 

0.8 
0.3 

0.3 
0.9 

261.8  j 

268.6  \ 

81.9  j 

103.3  : 

6/30 .k j 

6/15.5  : 

5.7  : 

5-9 

1/  Preliminary.  2/  Preliminary  estimate.  3/  91,700  bushels,  kj  li+6,700 
bushels.     5/  Less  than     5°    tons.    6/  Excludes  olive  oil. 


Compiled  from  official  and  unofficial  sources 


PHILIPPINE  1957  EXPORTS  OF  COPRA  AND 
COCONUT  OIL  SLIGHTLY  BELOW  1956 

Philippine  exports  of  copra  and  coconut  oil  in  1957  totaled  712,633  long 
tons,  oil  basis  —  slightly  below  the  71^->505  tons  shipped  in  1956.    While  total 
shipments  to  Europe  increased  less  than  1  percent,  combined  exports  to  the 
United  States  declined  h  percent  from  1956.     Copra  exports  in  1957  were  up  2 
percent  from  1956,  but  coconut  oil  exports  were  down  13  percent. 

The  Philippine  copra  export  price  in  mid-January  was  about  $176  per  short 
ton  c.i.f .  Pacific  coast  (mid -December  $175;  mid-November  $158).    The  recent 
price  rise  probably  was  caused  by  reduced  shipments  of  copra  from  Indonesia  and 
lower -than -normal  stocks  of  liquid  coconut  oil  in  the  United  States.  Local 
buying  prices  were  reported  at  27. 00  to  32.50  pesos  per  100  kilograms  ($137.17 
to  $165.11  per  long  ton)  resecada  Manila  and  producing  area. 
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COPRA:    Philippine  Republic,  exports  by  country  of  destination, 
December  1956  and  1957  and  annual  1956  and  1957 


Country 

:          1956  1/ 

1957  1/ 

B December 

January- 
December 

December 

January- 
:  December 

:Long  tons 

Long  tons 

Long  tons 

:Long  tons 

North  America: 

 :  (21,601) 

 :  (     — ) 

 :  1,693 

292,473 
(  32,513) 
(258. 15^} 
(  1,807) 
7,907 

23,268 
(      — ) 

(    — ) 

1,750 

285,403 
(  23,962) 
(261  44l) 

V          -J-  y    »   RJJa  / 

(         — ) 

10,117 

300,380 

25,018 

295,520 

South  America: 

500 
65,450 
22,065 
10,835 

4,381 
3,000 

64, 522 
36,127 

98,850 

7,381 

100,649 

Europe: 

West  Germany  and  Netherlands... 

 :  7,643 

 :  15,500 

15,000 
25,850 

57,075  * 
15,750 
249, 334 
4,500 
1,395 
44,576 

119, 991 

500 
500 

4,700 
1,000 
33, 323 
1,000 

2,000 

1,000 

8,500 
31,625 

2,500 
58,884 
20,337 
353,405 
20,851 

36,500 

32,000 

549,046 

44,023 

564,602 

Asia: 

508 
8,950 

6,300 

8,000 
6,784 
7,900 

15,758 

22,684 

 :  56,147 

964,034  . 

76,422 

983,455 

1/  Preliminary.    2/  West  Germany, 

Netherlands,  Belgium, 

Denmark  or  Sweden. 

Source:    Philippine  trade  sources. 


COCONUT  OIL:    Philippine  Republic,  exports  by  country  of  destination, 
December  1956  and  1957  and  annuM  1956  and  1957 


Country 

;          1956  1/ 

1957  1/ 

*  December 

January- 
December 

December 

January- 
December 

North  America: 

!  Long^  tons 

Long  tons 

Long  tons 

Long  tons 

 :'  11,185 

 :  (      — ) 

 :  jll,l85) 

88,485 
(76,400) 
j 12, O85) 

949 

7,456 
j7,456) 

(  ---) 

350 

81,125 
(78,297) 
(  1,652) 
(  1,176) 
1,395 

89,434 

7,806 

82, 520 

Europe: 

 :  396 

105 
2,905 
3,721 

10,731 

1,540 
8,126 
870 

17,462 

10, 536 

Asia:  : 

268 

107,164 

7,806 

93,056 

1/  Preliminary.    2/  West  Germany  or  Netherlands. 


Source:    Philippine  trade  sources. 
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TWO-WAY  AGRICULTURAL  TRADE  GOOD  BETWEEN  U.S. 
AND  MEMBERS  OF  NEW  WEST  INDIES  FEDERATION 

Two-way  agricultural  trade  has  been  good  between  the  United  States 
and  members  of  the  newly  formed  West  Indies  Federation.    This  relationship 
is  expected  to  continue. 

In  1956,  the  United  States  imported  a  total  of  $10,285,000  worth  of 
agricultural  commodities,  chiefly  spices,  cocoa,  molasses,  arrowroot 
coffee,  and  sugar  from  the  islands  which  on  January  3j  1958,  formally 
joined  to  create  the  West  Indies  Federation.    U.  S.  agricultural  exports 
to  the  same  islands  in  1956  totaled  $12,819,000.    This  included  $4> 500,000 
worth  of  wheat,  $2,000,000  worth  of  meat  and  meat  products,  $1,800,000 
worth  of  feed  and  fodder,  and  $1,000,000  worth  of  other  grains. 

Total  U.  S,  imports  from  the  Federation  members  in  1956  were  valued 
at  $35,615,000,  and  total  exports  to  them  at  $58,086,000. 

Members  of  the  new  Federation  are  Barbados,  Jamaica,  Trinidad  and 
Tobago,  Antigua,  St.  Kitts-Nevis-Anguilla,  Montserrat,  Grenada,  St.  Vincent, 
St.  Lucia,  and  Dominica. 

U.  S.  JULY-DECEMBER  WHEAT  EXPORTS 
21  PERCENT  LOWER  THAN  YEAR  AGO 

United  States  wheat  and  flour  exports  during  the  first  6  months  (July- 
December)  of  1957-58  are  estimated  at  196  million  bushels,  compared  with  248 
million  during  the  same  period  a  year  ago— a  reduction  of  21  percent. 

Large  increases  in  exports  to  India,  Poland,  and  Brazil  were  insuf- 
ficient to  offset  reductions  in  exports  to  Free  Europe  where  an  alltime 
record  crop  was  harvested  this  year.    Official  export  data  for  the  current 
marketing  season  are  available  only  for  the  5-month  period  July-November 
( see  table  on  page  25) . 

Following  are  preliminary  estimates  in  millions  of  bushels  of  the  quan- 
tities taken  by  indicated  countries  during  the  first  6  months  of  the  current 
season,  compared  with  those  of  a  year  ago,  shown    in  parentheses:  India, 
^7.8  (15.1) j  Japan,  26.6  (26.6);  Poland,  18.9  (0)5  United  Kingdom,  10. 9  (19.2); 
West  Germany,  10.1*  (22.9);  Brazil,  9.3  (4.6);  Israel,  4.6  (5.6);  Korea,  4.0 
(5.5);  Cuba,  3.9  (3.4);  Pakistan,  2.0  (10.8);  Belgium-Luxembourg,  1.6  (12.2); 
Yugoslavia,  1.6  (4.4);  France,  negligible,  (23.4);  and  Greece,  0  (7.7). 

The  estimated  196-million-bushel  total  for  July-December  1957  is  based 
on  official  figures  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census  for  July-November,  estimated 
exports  through  December  for  relief  or  charity,  December  inspections  of  wheat 
for  export,  and  estimated  December  flour  exports. 
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WHEAT  AND  FLOUR:    United  States  exports  by  country  of  destination, 
July-November  1956  and  July-November  1957 


:        July- November  ly56 

July-November  1957 

I    Wheat  .Flour  1/.  Total 

Wheat  .Flour  1/.  Total 

:                 -  1,000  bushels,  grain  equivalent  - 

Western  Hemisphere: 
Central  America  .... 

Cuba   

British  West  Indies 

Colombia  

Venezuela  

Peru   

Bolivia   

Chile   

Brazil   

Others  

Total   

Europe : 

Norway   , 

Denmark  , 

United  Kingdom   

Netherlands   

Belgium-Luxembourg  . 

France   

Germany,  West  

Austria  

Switzerland   

Finland   

Poland  

Portugal  

Yugoslavia   

Greece   

Others   

Total   

Asia: 


566 
1,225 

1,312 
115 
1,517 
1,531 
4,383 
4,556 
815 
16,520 


1,009 

l,5lU 
1U,167 
11,136 
8,6U7 
22,190 
17,029 
1,U83 
2,50U 
2,813 

3,7U5 
873 
7,065 
2,170 


Africa: 

Morocco   

Tunisia  

French  West  Africa  . . , 

Ghana  , 

Western  British 

Africa,  n.e«.c.  .. 

Others   , 

Total   , 

Oceania   

Unspecified  3/  ......... 

World  total  %/  , 


i,5LU 
1,338 
1,331 
39 
2,799 
12U 
5U3 
7 
1 

1,712 
~9^B~ 


360 
12 
621 
1,211 

8 

K 

60 
3 
2 


2U 
7 
10 
5U 
T737T 


1,957 

1,957 

:  4,857 

5 

4,862 

3,u28 

7 

3,435 

:  9,U69 

13 

9,432 

41,705. 

16 

41,721 

:  7,735 

2/ 

7,735 

615: 

615 

i,5oU 

1,504 

179 

179 

2,136 

2,136 

60 

60 

Philippine  Republic  ... 

2,335 

2,335 

4,421 

4,421 

:  4,969: 

239 

5,208 

2,932 

573 

3,505 

:  2,752. 

2,752 

2,331: 

4 

2,33$ 

:  23,l5u: 

586 

23,740 

20,y70: 

863. 

21,333 

:  960. 

1,702: 

2,662. 

1,040: 

1,633 

2,673 

:  53,396: 

8,520 

62,146: 

74,978: 

7,761- 

32,739 

2,080 

2,613 
1,331 
1,351 
2,9lh 
l,64l 
2,07U 
4,890 
4,557 
2,527 
~2T7yT8- 


1,369 
1,526 
14,788 
12,347 
8,655 
22,190 
17,039 
1,U86 
2,506 
2,313 

3,769 
880 
7,075 
2,224 


"9B77T7 


684 
1,292 

1/ 
2,306 

232 

1,090 

1,968 
8,571 
3U3 


3,259 
1,868 

865 

9,313 
363 
437 
498 
15,049 
288 

1,596 

1,95U 
41,388 


1,969: 
1,345: 

1,077: 

"  h: 

53U: 

783  i 
1,127: 

1,969: 
1,349: 
53U: 

783  i 
2,204: 

52: 
87: 

15  li 

112: 
792: 

1,162: 

639: 

16U 

37 
792- 

1,162 
8U0 

4,391: 

2,453: 

6, mi 

1,365: 

2,764: 

U,129 

1,038: 

17: 

987: 

17: 

2,025: 

277: 

lUi 

U,685: 

11* 
U,962 

172,190: 

23,807: 

195,997: 

134,494: 

29,392: 

163,386 

1,770 

1,855 
1,466 

350 
2,629 

162 

318 
71 

704 
1,871 
11,196 


380 

9 

382 
1,610 
7 
h 

28 


17 
7 

528 
"2~7972~ 


2,  U5U 

3,  LU7 
1,466 
2,656 
2,861 
1,252 

318 
2,039 
9,275 
2,214 
27  683 


380 
907 
3,6U1 
3,478 
872 
h 

9,34l 
363 
437 
498 
15,049 
305 

1,603 

2,482 
UU,360 


1,08U 


1/  Wholly  of  U.S.  wheat 
relief  or  charity  which 


;  'if  Less  than  500  bushels.  3/  Includes  exports  for 
are  not  included  with  the  Bureau  of  Census  figures. 
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SWEDISH-SWISS  TRADE  AGREEMENT 
INCLUDES  BUTTER 

The  1951  trade  agreement  between  Sweden  and  Switzerland  has  "been  ex- 
tended through  September  30,  1958 •    Insofar  as  Switzerland  will  he  in  a 
position  to  import  butter,  the  Swiss  Government  will  honor  Swedish  butter 
sales  contracts  in  harmony  with  traditional  trade  patterns,  provided  that 
prices  and  quality  remain  competitive.    Should  Switzerland  grant  a  third 
country  an  import  quota  for  butter,  the  Swiss  will  negotiate  a  quota  for 
Sweden  as  well. 

Sweden  began  exporting  significant  amounts  of  butter  to  Switzerland 
in  19^9>  and  since  that  time  has  been  supplying  varying  proportions  of 
Swiss  import  requirements.    In  1956,  Switzerland  imported  h.l  million 
pounds--about  one-third  of  its  total  butter  imports--from  Sweden.  Pre- 
liminary estimates  for  1957  indicate  that  total  Swiss  butter  imports  will 
slightly  exceed  195&,  but  less  will  have  been  supplied  by  Sweden.  Norway, 
Finland,  and  France  shared  the  Swiss  market  with  Sweden  in  1957  • 

000OOOO000 

PUBLICATIONS  RELATING  TO  U.  S.  FOREIGN  AGRICULTURAL  TRADE 

Issued  recently  and  available  free  upon  request 
(single  copies)  to  persons  in  the  United  States 
from  the  Foreign  Agricultural  Service,  U.  S. 
Department  of  Agriculture,  Washington  25,  D.  C. 
Room  5922.    Phone:    REpublic  J-klk2,  Ext.  24^5. 

Yugoslavia  Concerned  by  Downward  Trend  in  Prune  Production.  Foreign 
Agriculture  Circular  FDF  1-58. 

Cuba's  Economic  Improvement,  Aided  by  World  Sugar  Demand,  Expected  To 
Continue  in  1957-58.    Foreign  Agriculture  Circular  FATP  1-58. 

Mexico's  1957  Agricultural  Production  Almost  Equals  1956  Output  Despite 
Severe  Drought.    Foreign  Agriculture  Circular  FATP  2-58. 

Status  of  Cotton  Purchase    Authorizations  Under  Title  I  of  Public  Law  hQO. 
Foreign  Agriculture  Circular  FC  1-58. 
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